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Village Walking Tour Opens New Program Year

The 201602011 program calendar of the FarmingdBkthpage Historical So-

ciety will begin with a walking tour of the Village of Farmingdale's historic Main St >~ SRR IRARIRIRA®
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on Sunday afternoon, September 19. The walk will cover the area between the Village

Green and South Front Street. A major focus of the walk will be to note the various
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locations at whichthe Farmingdale post office has been located since its establishment

165 years ago. Our villageds post of ffF
often in the building where the postmaster carried out his primary occupation. John|0 Mi nut es 02
Monfort was the first Farmingdale postmaster, appointed by President James K. Pol
on July 31, 1845. The Village Green is adjacent to Village Hall, 361 Main Street. Annual Meeting 2
A flyer announcing the walk accompanies this issue of THE YEOMAN. As
stated, there is no fee or preegistration required. The walk will begin at the Village i g E ° 5 6th Eg
Green at 2 pm, weather permitting.
Founders Day Dinner 3
Historical Society Launches Drive For Civil War Memorial
In Memoriam 3
The FarmingdalBethpage Historical Society is beginning a drive to purchase
a memorial stone for the Farmingdale Village Green commemorating the service of
the young men who served in the American Civil War of 18@65. Dedicationis Memorial Day Parade 4
anticipated for Memarial Day next yeaf.he timing seems especially appropriate as _ _
the nation begins the fouyear observance of the 150th anniversary of the conflict \n/]'gatge Police Depart- ,
next spring.
Farmingdale was a small rural hamlet in the early 1860s. The nhumber of youn1gn_
men who left for service in the Union Army was impressive considering the modest Ings To Do S
size of this agricultural settlement. Their military recamds significant, and their ser-
viceshould not be overlooked. Executive Board 5
A flyer accompanies this issue of THE YEOMAN. Please consider making am
initial contribution to help fund this memorial. Let us not forget these 'brave young | |\ wic e Tour Fiyer . 6
men who helped preserve the United Stilat eg as oon
Remember that FBHS is a npnofit educational and cultural organization . _
. . . Civil War Memorial
formed under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code making your contribu- Flyer
tions tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
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OMinutes of Historyo Continued at Vil llage

=

The "Minute of History'was again &eature of the Farmingdale Village Pops concert season this summe
The brief vignettes of local history were first introduced in 1987 by Pops direBi@d DeMilo as part of the
Farmingdale Tricentennial of Settlement celebrati®his year marked the 24th year of the
"Minutes" and the 28th year for the Village Pops. Mr. DeMilo has been director since the first season, 1983.

FBHS Trustee Serena Carter Brochu presented "Farmingdale on the Eve of the Civil War" as the "Minute"
at the July 28 concert, and Retired Trustee EIl aine
World War 2" at the concert of August 11.

Each local history presentation was published in the FARMINGDALE OBSERVER in an issue following its
presentation.

Annual Meeting and OA Musi cal Afternoon i

Despite dire weather forecasts, including a tornado watch, the Society completed a full afternoon of activi-
ties on the Farmingdale Village Green on Sunday, June 6.

The program began with the Annual Meeting, at which President Mildred Johnston gave a report on the
20092010 program year, and outlined major initiatives for the year ahead. Gail Goldscrafe of the Nominating
Committeethen presented a slate of nominees for those positions with terms expiring October 31, 2010.

The slate, consisting of all incumbents, waglexted: President Mildred Johnston, VRReesident James
McCullagh, Treasurer Frank Bondietti, and Trustees Serena Brochu, Eric Goldschrafe, Harrison Hunt, Pierre| Leh-
muller, and Nancy White. Terms of officers will expire2@12, and trustees in 2013.

Awards Chair JoAnne Bihary presented the Society's Fred and Dorothy Dyson Memorial Award to Brian
Gallagher, a member of Farmingdale High School's Class of 2010, who plans to pursue history as his major field of
study in college.

Brad DeMilo, a Society member and director of the Village Pops for the last 28 years, was master of cere-
monies for the concert segment of the afternoon. The South Shore Brass Ensemble, with 14 instrumentalists, was
the featuredmusical group, providing a diverse repertoirélso on the program were two talented ensembles
from Farmingdale High School, the Brass Quintet and the String Quintet.

Awards Chair JoAnne Bihaassumed a second role of the day as Hospitality Chair as she led the
"Strawberry Festival " segment of the program. This traditional late spring dessert of ice cream, shortcake, and
strawberries has been served at the June meeting of the Society for over forty years. JoAnne and her assistants
served the almost one hundred attendees efficiently and smoothly.

"A good time was had by all", and there was no rain despite the heavy cloud eodenp tornado!
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Thanks to AllWho Helped With June 6th Event!

The officers and trustees express sincere appreciation to all who helped with the pro-
gram and refreshments at the Village Green on Sunday, June 6.

Without the approval and support of Mayor Starkie and the Village Board, the afternoon
program would have not been possible on the Village Green. Special thanks go to Deputy Mayor
Pat Christiansen and Village Trustee Cheryl Parisi who enabled the Society to have access to Vil-
lage Hall, the lavatories, and the electrical supply throughout the afternoon, aliegtas They
are truly extraordinary officials and FBHS members!

The theme of "A Musical Afternoon on the Green" was realized through the consider-
able work of another member, Brad DeMilo. Brad coordinated with the South Shore Brass En-
semble, arranged the participation of the string and brass ensembles from Farmingdale High
School, and personally provided the arduous task of setting up and taking down the public ad-
dress system, all of which was accomplished at no expense to the Society!

Hospitality Chair JoAnne Bihary also contributed significantly heading the "Strawberry
Festival' segment of the afternoon. Assisting her as "super scoopéiisé creamand strawber-
ries among other vital roles, were Dolores and John McAfee, Ethel Batchelder, Madeline and
Frank Bondietti, Joe Carosella, Bob Deignan, Gail and Eric Goldschoafen Krapp, Jim McCul-
lagh, Dorothy Rietheimer, Charlie Tempia., Rose Marie Tiedemann, and Nancy \Mhitenew
puppy Isabella, who made her FBHS debut very successfully).

The Society's officers and trustees also gratefully thank the members who contributed
funds to defray the cost of the afternoon.

In Memoriam: Samuel Underhill Mitchell

Samuel U. Mitchell, a longtime member of the FarmingdA&thpage Historical Society,
passed away on Monday, July 12, 2010. Although Mr. Mitchell's primary interest was the Nassau
County Historical Societyfor which he served as a longtime Board member and Past President,
he also supported the FBHS loyally. As one of the leaders of the Jericho Meeting of the Religious
Society of Friends (Quakers), Mr. Mitchell was impressed by the work of the FBHS in helping to
preserve the historic Bethpage Meeting House after fires in 1977 and 1880Mitchell was
the speaker at the 2003 Founders' Day Dinner of the FBHS, which honored Jean Merritt Hub-
bard, a lifelong friend of his. He also enjoyed trips with this Society as well as many meetings dur-
ing the Winter Lecture Series over the years.

Those who knew Sam Mitchell can understand his resolute spirit which prevailed to the
end. He planned and attended his Celebration of Life Service on Sunday afternoon, July 11, at the
Community Church of East Willistoat which about one hundred family members and
friendsgathered to acknowledge and honor Sam for his life and influence on their lives. He died
at his home the following evening. His funeral service was held at the Jericho Friends Meeting
House on Saturday, July 17.

The Society extends sincere sympathy to Mr. Mitchell's family members and many friends
on his passing.
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FBHS Contingent Participates in Memorial Day Parade

The Farmingdale Fire Department sponsored the Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 30 in a tradition
dating back at least to the beginning of the twentieth centuy this sunny and warrate spring day, the partici-
pants marched along Bethpage Road and Main Street to the Village Green, where memorial exercises were con-
ducted as a tribute to military service members, especially those now deceased.

Among those who participatedn the Society's contingent were Bill and Serena Brochu (the banner
bearers), Robert Deignan, Elaine Ezgxil Goldschrafe, Mildred and Bill Johnston, Richard Johnston, Pierre Leh-
muller, Daniel Looney, andim and Gladys McCullagh.

Four classic vintage autos followed those on foot. Jim Edelman drove his 1929 Ford Model A, Jim's son
law John Shields drove Jim's 1939 Hudson, and grandson Thomas Shields drove Jim's 1967 Ford Mustang.

Bob Nostrand drove his 1966 Lincoln Continental convertible, with Bob's wife Vida and FBHS Trustee
Eric Goldschrafas passengers.
The officers and trusteesxpress appreciation to all who represented the Society in the Memorial Day Pa-

rade.

Farmingdal eds Village Police Department

In 1925 the Village of Farmingdale established its own police department. The increase in auto traffic|in the
mid -1920s was anajor factor leading to the formation of police departments across Long Island around that time.
Coincidentally, the Nassau County Police Department was established in that same year, 1925.
During the years 1925 to 1941, Chief of Police Arthur Powell reported directly to the village's mayor. The
chief commanded a small staff of officers who patrolled the village on foot, by motorcycle, and patrol car. The po-
lice department officers were local residents, active in community life.
Theyincluded Sgt. Alex Mayerhofer, John Bailey, Cliff Burhans, Frank Cerny, Robert Ketcham, Alonzo Platt, and
Charles Squire. A number of these men became Nassau County Police Department officers on January 1, 1942
when the Village Police Department was merged into the NCPD.
In early 1932, the present Village Hall/ Fire House was dedicated. One original feature was "the jail", a
block of three cells, which was primarily a temporary detainment facility. After the merger with the NCPD in
1942, the jail became unnecessary, and the spasaused as a storage arfea the next
thirty-seven yeardn 1979 this obsolete facility was razed when Village Hall was remodeled and enlarged.
Alex Mayerhofer, the last of the former village police officers to leave NCPD service, is remembered espe-
cially fondly bya number of Farmingdale residents who are now adults, as Officer Mayerhofer's last assignment was
as crossing guard at Northside Elementary School. A school assembly in 1972 attended by children, parents| school
staff, and NCPD precinct and headquarters commanders, honored this beloved police arfficisrfinal day in uni-
form after nearly a halfentury of village and NCPD service.

In the 1920s and 30&armingdale was much less interdependent with other areas of Long Island than|to-
day. Residents for the most part attended school, worked, shopped, attended houses of worship, and socialized
within or near the community. The members of the Farmingdale Village Police Department served the Village ex-
tremely well during that less complex time.
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Things To Do in Our Own Backyard!

Here are some of the many upcoming events occurring in surrounding communities during the month|of
September.
Enjoy!

Sat. Sept. 11 - Guided walking tour of the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, 10 am, 1% hours;
primarily outside; held rain or shine (includes stairs and steep hills). Gather in Grace
Auditorium (first building on left when entering Bungtown Rd.). $5 cash or check.
Reservations required one week in advance; (516) 367-8455. A tour also on Sat. Nov. 6.

Tues. Sept. 14 - Senior Tuesday, free, self-guided tour for those 62 and older of New Carriage
Galleries, 10 am to noon. Information: (631) 751-0066 or visit the Museum’s web site.

Thur. Sept. 16 - Walking Oral History of Main Street, Southampton, Mary Cummings & Penelope
Wright, Part I, starting 10:30 am in the Presbyterian Church parking lot, followed by soup
and cider at the Historical Museum; donation; reserve, (631) 283-2494. Rain date Sept. 30.

Thur. Sept 16 - Susan Duncan, “Levittown: The Way We Were,” 2 pm at the Huntington Historical
Society’s Conklin House Lecture Series, 2 High St. at corner of New York Avenue,
Huntington; refreshments at 1:30 pm; $5; reserve (631) 427-7045.

Sun. Sept. 19 - Rex Metcalf, African-American History Tour of the Old Burying Ground, 2 pm,
rain or shine; starts from the Soldiers & Sailors Memorial, 228 Main St. (631) 351-3244.

Sun. Sept. 19 - Natalie Naylor, “Daring and Intrepid Airwomen: Long Island’s Pioneer Women
Pilots,” at meeting of the Nassau County Historical Society, 4 pm, at the Cradle of Aviation
Museum’s Red Planet Cafe, Mitchel Field, Garden City; free; (516) 538-7679.

Wed. Sept. 22 - Rex Metcalf, Tour of the Huntington Village Green, LISC meeting; details, p. 1.

Wed. Sept. 22 - Gerald Leeds, “Plum Island,” 7 pm at the Brentwood Library, 34 Second Avenue;
free; (631) 273-7883.

Sat. Sept. 25 - “The Company Strikes Back: 1673 Recovery of New Netherland,” all-day seminar
in Albany; $50 in advance, $60 at door. Info: New Netherland Institute; 518-486-4815.

Sat. Sept. 25 - Rex Metcalf, African-American Walking Tour of the Village Green in Huntington, 2
pm; meet in the Town Hall parking lot, 100 Main St.; (631) 351-3244.

Sat. Sept. 25 - Elizabeth Kahn Kaplan, “George Washington’s Long Island Spy Ring,” 9:30 am at
Methodist Church, 21 James St. (off Deer Park Ave), Babylon; free; (631) 598-0667.

Thur. Sept. 30 - Jason Antos, lecture and book signing, Flushing Then & Now, at the Queens
Historical Society, Kingsland; 6:30 pm; $2; 143-35 37th Ave., Flushing; (718) 939-0647.

Tues. Sept. 149:30am- Ellis Island Walking Tour & Researchdpapsored by NYG&B; $50 members/
$80 nonmembers. Information: www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org, call Lauren Maehrlein at (2185385
ext. 211, or email: education@nygbs.org

Executive Board Meetings

The next meeting of the officers and trustees of the Society will be on Thursday, October 7, 2010 at 7pm
at the Farmingdale Public Library in the lower level. The meetings will follow the traditional firghotiday
Thursday of the month schedule. Subsequent meeting dates will be: November 4 and December 2, 2010. Mem-
bers are reminded that they are always welcome to sit in on meetings of the executive board and, with prior a
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rangement with the president, to address the Board on matters of concern. Please be advised that due to renova-

tion work in the Farmingdale Public Library, the meeting location may be subject to change. Notice of any such

change wil!|l be posted in a future edition of THEl YE




A VILLAGE OF FARMINGDALE
WALKING TOUR

including

165 YEARS OF FARMINGDALE
POST OFFICE SITES

Sunday, September 19, 2010

2:00pm, Village Green
(next to Village Hall, 361 Main Street, Farmingdale)

The Farmingdale Post Office, established in July 1845, has reached its 165th anniversary
of service to the community. A number of sites on Front Street and also Main Street
have housed the post office over the years. These will be noted during this free walRing
tour of one of Long Island's most historic business districts. No registration is
necessary. Visit www.fbhsli.org or call'(516)249-3099 for further information. In the event
of heavy rain, the walk will not be held.

Farmingdale-Bethpage Historical Society






