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A Letter to the Society From a Civil War Veteran’s 

Descendant 

 The following letter to members of the Farmingdale-Bethpage Histori-

cal Society was written by Joyce Darby Bailey in June following her return to 

her home in Florida after participation in the dedication of the Civil War Me-

morial in Farmingdale on Memorial Day. She is a great-great granddaughter of 

Philip Darby, one of the thirty-five Civil War veterans from the Farmingdale 

area whose names are inscribed on the memorial. 
___________________________________________________________  

Dear Members, 

 

On behalf of the Philip Darby family, I wish to express my heartfelt  

gratitude to the Society in bringing this wonderful monument to fruition.  

The amount of hard work and dedication it took to accomplish this  

substantial task is greatly appreciated.  

 

By creating this monument, your society has not only paid tribute to all the  

veterans, you have also given countless families the rare gift of having their  

ancestors’ names inscribed on a lasting memorial.  
 

Philip Darby's life was one of a common man, perhaps typical of many  

veterans. He never achieved great fame or fortune, having a hard, difficult  

life. He and his wife had nine children, sadly, two dying on the same day of  

measles and another as a young wife.  

 

Philip eked out a meager existence "following the water" as it was called.  

He was a member of the local GAR in Highlands, New Jersey, so his war  

service must have been important to him. He suffered health problems  

related to his war years, became bedridden, and died at the relatively young  

age of 57. He could never know that he would be the progenitor of more  

than 146 descendants, of which 83 are still living!  

 

My special thanks go to Serena Brochu for her continued help, and for  

informing me about this awesome event.  

 

I and all the other families are deeply indebted to Patrick Looney for  

initiating this wonderful project.  

 

In gratitude,  

Joyce Darby Bailey  
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Memorial Day Parade Includes Larger FBHS Contingent 

 Farmingdale's Memorial Day Parade on May 30 drew a larger than customary number of Society 

members in the line of march, quite likely due to the dedication of the Civil War Memorial which fol-

lowed.  An early morning rainstorm had passed by the time the parade stepped off at 10 am.       

     Banner-bearers for the Society were Jim McCullagh and Pierre Lehmuller. Others participat-

ing  included John Allen, JoAnne Bihary, Bill and Serena Brochu, Joe Carosella,  Bob Deignan, Eric and Gail 

Goldschrafe, Bill and Mildred Johnston, Richard Johnston, Daniel Looney, JoAnn Krapp, and Seymour 

Weinstein. 
      The Willis Company of the 119th New York Volunteers, an elite Civil War re-enactor unit, also 

marched at the invitation of the Society, with fifteen members. 

      Three vintage classic cars accompanied the FBHS contingent. Jim Edelman drove his 1929 Ford 

Model A; John Shields, Jim's son-in-law, drove Jim's 1939 Hudson, and Bob Nostrand, accompanied by 

his wife Vida, drove their 1966 Lincoln Continental convertible. 

A Monumental Memorial Day 

The FBHS parade contingent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  (All photos by Bob Bailey) 

  
Dedication of the Civil War Monument still under 
wraps.  
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 A Monumental Memorial Day (cont.) 

 
The big moment! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
Descendants of two of the Civil War veterans -- Joyce 

Darby Bailey (L) and John Allen (R). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 (All photos by Bob Bailey) 

 

 

 

Roll call. 
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Board Members Elected at Annual Meeting 

 At the Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 5 prior to the "Strawberry Festival" program, several 

members of the FBHS Board were elected or re-elected to office. Vice-President Jim McCullagh in his 

role as Chair of the Nominating Committee presented the following slate: Corresponding Secretary, 

Madeline Bondietti; Recording Secretary, Gail Goldschrafe; and Trustees, Bill Brochu, Don Christiansen, 

and Bill Johnston. The officers’ terms are for two years, and the trustees’ terms for three. All will be in-

ducted at the Installation Dinner in late October. 

 Current trustees Seymour Weinstein and Harrison Hunt declined re-nomination. 
  

ASCHS to Meet at Hallockville Farm Museum July 30 

 The summer meeting of the Association of Suffolk County Historical Societies (ASCHS), of which 

the FBHS is a member, will be held at the Hallockville Farm Museum in the Town of Riverhead on Satur-

day, July 30. Those interested in attending may obtain registration information from FBHS President Mil-

dred Johnston at 516-249-3099. 

        Adrian Post and Barbara Post represented the FBHS at the spring meeting held April 30, which was 

hosted by the Westhampton Beach Historical Society. This society is one of the newest in ASCHS, as it 

was formed only twenty years ago.  A bus tour noting numerous places of historical interest followed 
registration and a program on the Beach United Methodist Church, the assembly point. The luncheon and 

business meeting were held at the Caso Basso Restaurant.  
  

29th Year of Village Pops Concerts Now Underway 

 The Farmingdale Village Pops’ 29th concert season is now underway at the Village Green.  Brad 

DeMilo, then the band director at Farmingdale High School, began the Village Pops in 1983.  Now retired, 

he continues to lead the Pops in the annual seven-concert summer program. 

     During Farmingdale's yearlong Tricentennial of Settlement observance  in 1987, Brad conceived 

the "Farmingdale Minute of History" as  a mid-concert feature. The "Minute of History" has endured, and 

is now in its 25th season. FBHS members Eric Goldschrafe and John Allen were the first two presenters 

this year. 
     Looking at the upcoming concert schedule,  there  is a Sunday afternoon "Picnic Pops" concert at 

5 pm on July 17. The other remaining concerts of this season are on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm on 

July 20, July 27, August 3, and August 10. Bring a lawn chair or blanket and come to listen to the beautiful 

music of the Village Pops on Farmingdale's lovely Village Green! 
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Hospitality Roundup by JoAnne Bihary, Hospitality Chair 

  

 

 

 

 

Many, many thanks to all the generous and talented people who contributed “goodies” and sup-

port to the Hospitality table during the 2010-2011 season. The food was always beautiful and delicious. 

Those folks include Rhoda Schwartz, Madeline Bondietti, Rose Marie Tiederman, Maria Zito, Pat 

Christiansen, JoAnn Krapp, Mildred Johnston, Gail and Eric Goldschrafe, Robert Deignan, Joe Carosella, 

Pierre Lehmuller, Nancy White and Cheryl Parisi.  

Grateful thanks also to the Strawberry Festival committee for the marvelous job on June 5. The 

festival and entertainment is fast becoming an event that a good part of the Long Island area looks for-

ward to every year because of all your dedicated and creative efforts. The committee included Robert 

Diegnan, Rose Marie Tiederman, JoAnne Krapp, Pierre Lehmuller, Joe Carosella, Dolores and John 

McAfee, Pat and Don Christiansen, Gail and Eric Goldschrafe, and Jim McCullagh.   

 Our Festival Cookie Sale was a resounding success this year. We had almost twice as many bags 

of cookies to sell this year as last year, and we were sold out before the festival was over. We could have 

sold more! We even had some people putting in requests for another kind of cookie for next year. 

Grateful “thank yous “ go out to Barbara Gray, Rose Marie Tiedemann, Dorothy Reitheimer, JoAnn 

Krapp, Hilda Carman, and Madeline Bondietti. 

 Again, heartfelt thanks to all the people who contributed time, effort, talent and support to the 

Hospitality activities. We couldn’t have done it without you and truly look forward to your help and sup-

port for the coming 2011-2012 season. 

Sagamore Hill Closing in Fall Until 2013 

 The National Park Service has announced that Sagamore Hill National Historic Site, the home of 

Theodore Roosevelt, the 26th President, will close for major renovations beginning this fall, tentatively 

November 1. The planned reopening date will be in 2013. This summer presents a good time to visit as 

the site is open daily; in the fall it will be open only each Wednesday to Sunday. The first hour-long 

guided tour is at 10 a.m., and the last at 4 p.m. Be aware that in the summer and on weekends the tours 

may sell out early. Admission is $5. Further information may be obtained by calling 516-922-4788. 
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The Farmingdale-Bethpage Historical Soci-

ety was founded at a meeting in historic 

Powell House, Merritt Road, Farmingdale, 

on April 12, 1964.  It is chartered as an 

incorporated non-profit educational and 

cultural organization by the University of 

the State of New York. 


